
STAFF REPORT 
Marion will officially become a one-

light town on Thursday. 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet offi-

cials say the traffic light at the intersec-
tion of Gum and Main streets is coming 
down, and going forward the crossroads 
will be a four-way stop. 

The intersection, where US 641 begins 
and converges with US 60 and KY 91, 
has been a sore spot for decades. It is 
often heavily congested causing traffic to 
back up for multiple light sequences and 
it’s very problematic for tractor-trailers 
because of its tight squeeze. State high- 

 
See STOP/page 3 

Fireworks Saturday 
Tolu will get the Fourth of July 

Holiday Week celebration going 
early by hosting its annual fire-
works display and community 
gathering on Saturday complete 
with plenty of food, music, fellow-
ship and vendors for a 4 p.m., 
start. There will be more opportu-
nity to celebrate with fireworks 
next week at Thunder Over the 
Valley, which is Fredonia’s show 
sponsored by Fredonia Baptist 
Church on Wednesday, July 3, in-
cludes fellowship, food, inflata-
bles, music and lawn tractor pulls. 
Other Area Fireworks Displays 

•Light House Landing, Grand 
Rivers, Thursday, July 4. 

•Calvert City Ameribration, Me-
morial Park, Thursday, July 4. 

•Eddy Creek Marina, Thunder 
Over Eddy Bay, Saturday, July 6. 

 

Victory Garden 
   A three-day giveaway of fresh 
vegetables will open Marion's Vic-
tory Garden for the season from 
Monday, July 1 through Wednes-
day, July 3. Green beans, squash, 
cucumbers, blackberries, onions 
and potatoes will be available 
while supplies last from 9 a.m., to 
11 a.m. The Victory Garden is an 
outreach project of the Crittenden 
County Detention Center. It is lo-
cated off Old Morganfield Road 
near Marion-Crittenden County 
Park. Normal weekly distribution 
beins Monday, July 8 and contin-
ues each Monday through Friday 
this summer. 
 
Seniors Can Get a Lift 
to Area Cities for Dr. Visit 

Pennyrile Allied Community 
Services continues to provide sen-
iors a ride to medical appoint-
ments. Crittenden and Livingston 
County residents can get a lift for 
a cost of $4 per round trip with 
service to 12 counties including 
McCracken and Henderson. Infor-
mational fliers are posted in med-
ical facilities in these counties. 
You must schedule a ride 24 
hours in advance to verify avail-
ability. To reserve a seat, call PACS 
Transportation at  1-800-467-
4601. For more information, con-
tact Jenny Sosh, Crittenden and 
Livingston county Senior Center 
director at (270) 965-5229 or 
(270) 928-2811. The program 
now also includes transportation 
for Lyon County seniors. 

 
  
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden Fiscal Court special 
meeting 3:30 p.m., Friday, June 28 
to close out its fiscal year. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, June 27 at the central 
office. 

•Livingston County Board of 
Education meets at 6 p.m., Mon-
day, July 8 at its central office. 
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STAFF REPORT 
It appears as though Crittenden Coun-

tians may get a chance to cast a vote for 
marijuana in November. 

Kentucky’s new medical cannabis 
laws allow for every community in the 
commonwealth to decide whether it 
would allow a dispensary or other 
cannabis-related enterprises such 
as growing it. County leaders are 
poised to let citizens decide at the 
polls.  

During last week’s Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court meeting, 
magistrates agreed as a whole to 
put the matter on the ballot this 
fall. Only Magistrate Dave Belt op-
posed the idea.  

The fiscal court could have made 
the decision itself, but most of the 
magistrates agreed that it would be 
best to let voters determine whether 
there is a local appetite for a medical 
cannabis dispensary. 

Judge-Executive Perry Newcom said 
Crittenden is part of the Licensing Re-
gion 8, which will have only four dispen-
sary licenses. So, even if voters approve 
legalizing it here, that does not mean a 
dispensary would be licensed in the 
county. There are 9 other counties in 
District 8, including Fulton, Hickman, 

Carlisle, 
Ballard, McCracken, Graves, Marshall, 
Calloway and Livingston. 

Newcom said that based on geography 
and population centers in the region, he 
thinks it would be a long shot that a dis-
pensary would ever be licensed in Crit-

tenden County, so long as the number 
of licenses remain greatly limited. 

“I always lean toward letting the public 
make these types of decisions,” New-

com told the fiscal court. 
In order to prepare for putting the 

matter to a vote, county govern-
ment will need to pass a resolu-
tion affirming its plan and 
establishing language to go on 
the ballot. A model question 
prepared by the state reads: 
“Are you in favor of the sale of 
medicinal cannabis at a li-
censed dispensary and the op-
eration of other cannabis 
businesses in the county? Yes or 

No.” 
Details of the resolution and 

language will need to be approved 
at the July fiscal court meeting. 

County Clerk Daryl Tabor said dead-
line to get the measure on the ballot is 
Aug. 14. 

City of Marion has discussed a similar 
scenario and Mayor D’Anna Browning 
says she is pushing for it to be on the 
ballot this fall. Additionally, Crittenden 
County School District will have to de-
cide whether it will allow medicial 
cannabis on its campuses. See related 
article on page 3.

Pot or Not?

Shady Grove working to keep polling place

Crittenden could decide in November

STAFF REPORT 
Shady Grove Volunteer Fire 

Department doesn’t want to 
give up its opportunity, and 
responsibility, of hosting elec-
tions. 

Longtime fire department 
board member and former 
magistrate Dan Wood said 
the volunteer agency feels a 
strong duty to do all it can to 
provide an adequate broad-
band connection so the com-
munity does not lose its 
polling place. Voters have 
been able to cast ballots in 
Shady Grove for ages, but 
technology is threatening to 
end it. Without better inter-
net service, the community 
on the eastern edge of the 

county will have to give up its 
polling place. 

Crittenden County Clerk 
Daryl Tabor, who is in charge 
of election operations and se-
curity, told county magis-
trates at last week’s fiscal 
court meeting that his office 
is working with Shady Grove 
leaders, trying to find a solu-
tion.  

Tabor said a mandatory 
election plan due to the state 
by July 5 will include Shady 
Grove as a polling place for 
the fall general election with 
the understanding that ade-
quate WiFi will be available 
there. However, if the fire de-
partment is not able to pro-
vide a reliable internet 

connection by November, the 
plan will be amended, and 
voters from the precinct will 
have to cast ballots at either 
Repton or Marion’s voting 
center. 

The county has slowly con-
solidated polling places over 
the past few years. There are 
various motives, including 
cost, accessibility and avail-
ability of internet connectiv-
ity. In the county, there are 
currently 5 polling places, in-
cluding Marion’s voting cen-
ter, Deer Creek Baptist 
Church, Mexico Baptist 
Church, Repton Baptist 
Church and Shady Grove 
Fire Department. 

Proponents of further con-

solidation argue that voters 
now have three full days of 
early voting before Election 
Day and the relatively new 
opportunity afforded by the 
Marion Voting Center, which 
gives all voters no matter 
their precinct a chance to 
cast their ballot in town. 

Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom said has received 
multiple complaints about 
the possibility of moving the 
polling place out of Shady 
Grove.  

Tabor said that due to se-
curity issues for a presiden-
tial election, it’s imperative to 
have reliable broadband to 

 
See VOTE/page 3 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden Livingston Water District 

(CLWD) customers will likely see a 
rate increase within the next six 
months. 

A rate study by Kentucky Rural 
Water Association indicates that the 
district needs more than $500,000 in 
additional water sales revenue to meet 
anticipated expenses. Details were 
presented to CLWD directors on Mon-
day during their monthly meeting in 
Salem. 

Financial figures indicate that the 
district had revenue of almost $3.2 
million in 2023 with expenses of $3.7 
million, including debt service. The 
rate study author prescribes a rate in-
crease of 16.94% to balance CLWD’s 
financial worksheet. The rate would 
be implemented over a two-year pe-

riod, most likely beginning in 2025, 
according to CLWD Board Chairman 
T.L. Maddux. 

If implemented, the rate hike would 
mean water bills for the average fam-
ily of four would increase by about 
$11.35. 

Water district leaders will have to 
approve the rate proposal then make 
application for the increase to the 
Kentucky Public Service Commission. 
First, it wants to make some changes 
to the proposal that will include rates 
for large service lines.  

Maddux anticipates that those 
changes will be made so the board 
can consider approving the proposed 
rate increase at its July meeting. The 
board meets on the fourth Monday of 

 
See CLWD/page 8 

No Deal Yet 
Ferry negotiations continue  

With just hours remaining in the current bien-
nial contract between Kentucky, Illinois and Cave 
In Rock Ferry, it appears that a void remains in 
negotiations that could jeopardize the service.   

Cave In Rock Ferry Authority officials in Mar-
ion say the financial side of the contract has 
been agreed upon; yet various other language in 
the contract remains a stumbling block, accord- 

 
See FERRY/page 4 

 

Rate study recommends 
lift in county water rates 

Four-way stop coming to Main and Gum
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Johnson 
J.C. Johnson, 86, of 

Marion, died Sunday, 
June 23, 2024 at his 
home.   He was of the 
Baptist faith. 

Surviving 
are four 
ch i l d r en , 
Lisa Wil-
l i a m s o n , 
J a n i e 
J o n e s , 
Sunshine 
J o h n s o n 
and Tammy Fitzgerald, 
all of Marion; four grand-
children, Brittany Day, 
Randi Williamson, Ken-
dra Fitzgerald and Chris 
Fitzgerald; and several 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Edna 
Johnson; two sons, 
Randy Johnson and Ken-
neth Rushing; a grand-
son, Dustin Fox; and his 
parents, Bill Johnson 
and Mary Fox. 

Services were Wednes-
day, June 26 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home with bu-
rial in Chapel Hill Ceme-
tery.   

Hrapeck 
Dennis James Hra-

peck, 65, of Marion, died 
Tuesday, June 23, 2024 
at Deaconess Hospital in 
Evansville. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Mary Hrapeck of Marion; 
two sons, Jason (Kacey) 
Nesbitt and Tommy 
(Amelia) Hrapeck; a 
grandson, Cameron Nes-
bitt; two sisters, Denise 
Wilder and Cindy Hra-
peck; a brother, Mike 
(Tammy) Hrapeck; a 
sister-in-law, Linda 
McKinney; a brother-in-
law, Bill Nesbitt; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Mickey and Margaret 
Hrapek; and a brother, 
Tommy Hrapeck. 

Memorial services will 
be held at a later 
date.Gilbert Funeral 
Home in Marion, KY is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Duncan 
Agnes M. Duncan, 75, 

of Marion, formerly of 
Salem, died 
T u e s d a y , 
June 25, 
2024 at 
Ray & Kay 
E c k s t e i n 
H o s p i c e 
Center in 
Paducah. 

She was a member of 
Hopewell Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. 

Surviving are two sons, 
Junior (Debbie) Duncan 
of Marion and Kevin 
Duncan of Florida; two 
grandchildren, Nic (Lacie) 
Duncan of Marion and 
Jordan (Lacey) Duncan of 
Calvert City; five great-
grandchildren, Jayden, 
Colton, Emerson, Blakely 
and Nox; two brothers, 
Danny (Beverly) Hunter 
of Salem and Bobby 
(Linda) Hunter of Tiline.   

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Donald Keith Duncan; a 
granddaughter, Jesika 
Duncan: her parents, 
Buel Edward and Clara 
Elizabeth (Adams) 
Hunter; three sisters, 
Louise Cox, Diane Cosby 
and Nerva Loveless; and 
four brothers, Calvin 
Hunter and Jesse 
Hunter, Billy Hunter and 
Toby Hunter. 

Services are at 1 p.m., 
Friday, June 28 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services with Bro. David 
LeNeave officiating. 

Burial will follow at 
Tyner’s Chapel Cemetery. 

Friends may visit with 
the family from 11 a.m., 
until service time Friday, 
June 28. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Deaths

Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, June 27 
• Line dancing class is at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Citizens Center. 
• The Homemaker Cooking Club will meet at 1:30 p.m., 
at the Crittenden County Extension Annex. 
• Crittenden County Public Library Board meet at 5 
p.m., in the meeting room. 
• Show ‘n Shine vintage car cruise-in is from 5:30-7 
p.m., at Marion Commons, 213 S. Main St., in Marion. 
Anyone is welcome to participate. 

Prime-Time experience 
Prime-Time Family Reading, a six-week Kentucky Humanites-sponsored program for exploration of literature via 
storytelling and group discussion, was held this spring at the Crittenden County Public Library. This program's 
mission is to transform families into lifelong readers. Through educational experiences, the program seeks to 
increase public library use, increase family bonding and reading time, positively affect the attitude and behavior 
regarding reading. Ninety-minute sessions were coordinated by library director Leah Chumbler and professional 
storytellers Stacy Menser and Nicole Adams. Assistance was provided by Programs and Administrative Assistant 
Derek Beaven and Rebecca Poole from Princeton's George Coon Public Library. Pictured above (center) speaking 
with one of the groups is Nancy Hunt of the Woman's Club of Marion, which provided dinner for the last session. 

Women of the year 
The Woman's Club of Marion recognized two members 
as their Club Women of the Year at its June meeting. 
Gladys Brown (left) and Sandra Belt were instrumental-
with club activities and in preparing the club building 
for its sale.

Longtime Crittenden 
County educator Dr. Me-
lissa Quertermous has 
been hired 
as the prin-
cipal at 
South Liv-
ingston Ele-
m e n t a r y 
School.  

Querter-
mous is a Livingston 
County native and has 
spent her 24-year career 
in Crittenden County as 
an English teacher, as-
sistant principal and 
principal.  

“Livingston County 
Schools is grateful to 
bring back former gradu-
ates who have excelled in 
their educational ca-
reers,” the school district 
posted on social media. 

Quertermous resides 
in Salem with her hus-
band James and chil-
dren, McKenzie and Levi. 

 
 
 

Quetermous 
to lead South 
Livingston 

Marion Stingrays Swim 
Team fell short in  its 
season opener Monday 
against the Murray Myst 
at Oaks Country Club. 
Highlights include the 10 
-under boys relay team of 
Rhodes Crider, Heaton 
Davis, Russell Vince and 
Reed Wall winning the 
medley relay and placing 
second in the freestyle 
relay. The Girls Open 
team of Grier Crider, 
Nora Hollis, Abigail 
James and Caroline 
James won second in the 
medley relay. Open girls 
team of Lily Barlow, Grier 
Crider, Nora Hollis and 
Abigail James placed sec-
ond in the freestyle relay 
and the open girls team 
of Ava Barnes, Isabelle 
Foster, Zoe Foster and 
Caroline James placed 
third.    

Individual top three 
finishes include:  

Backstroke 
25M 8-under boys 2nd 

place Davis; 25M 10-
under boys 2nd place 
Vince; 25M 12-under 
girls 2nd place Barlow; 
25M 12-under boys 3rd 
place Holt Crider; 50M 
open girls 2nd place 
Grier Crider. 

Breaststroke 
25M 8-under boys 2nd 

place Davis; 25M 10-
under boys 2nd place 
Vince and 3rd place 
Rhodes Crider; 25M 12-
under girls 3rd place 
Caroline James; 25M 12-
under boys 1st place 
Brendan Eichelberger; 
50M open girls 3rd place 

Grier Crider. 
Butterfly 

25M 10-under girls 3rd 
place Ava Barnes;  25M 
10-under boys 2nd place 
Vince and 3rd place 
Rhodes Crider; 25M 12-
under girls 2nd place 
Barlow and 3rd place 
Caroline James; 50M 
open girls 1st place Hollis 
and 2nd place Grier 
Crider. 

Freestyle 
 25M 6-under boys 1st 

place Noah Eichelberger; 
25M 8-under boys 3rd 
place Davis; 25M 10-
under girls 3rd place 
Barnes, 25M 10-under 
boys 2nd place Rhodes 
Crider, 3rd place Vince, 
25M 12-under girls 2nd 
place Barlow and 3rd 
place Caroline James; 
25M 12-under boys 3rd 
place Holt Crider; 50M 
open girls 2nd place 
Grier Crider and 3rd 
place Hollis.  

The team will see ac-
tion again July 2 at the 
Audubon Conference 
Summer Championships 
in Owensboro and during 

a home meet July 9.  
 
There are about 40 

swimmers on the Sting-
rays’ roster. The team is 
coached by Katie Beth 
James and Beth Eichel-
berger. 

Stingrays open swim season

Cale Tabor finishes the 
first length of his breast-
stroke race.



STOP 
Continued from page 1 

way department person-
nel conducted a traffic 
study there in early 2022 
and found that a four-
way stop would move 
traffic more readily 
through the area.  

Oversized stop signs 
will be installed this week 
and there is some chance 
that a blinking red bea-
con could be added later. 

Conversion of the sig-
nalized intersection to an 
all-way stop is being ex-
pedited due to the deteri-
oration of a signal 
support pole at the north-
east corner of the inter-
section.  

As part of a study of 
traffic flow at the inter-
section, KYTC engineers 
temporarily converted it 
to an all-way stop for sev-
eral weeks in early 2022. 
The study found that the 
intersection functioned 
well without a signal and 
reduced delays created by 
vehicles making left-
turns – even with heavy 
bus and passenger vehi-
cle traffic when nearby 
schools dismissed for the 
day. 

“We are confident the 
intersection will function 
efficiently as an all-way 
stop,” said KYTC District 
1 Chief Engineer Kyle 
Poat. “Making the conver-
sion now will allow local 
drivers to become familiar 
with the new traffic pat-
tern before school starts 
this fall. It will also save 
taxpayers the $80,000 or 
more it would cost to con-
struct a new signal sys-
tem at this location.” 

Transportation officials 
say it is also an option 
that would keep trucks 
from hitting signal poles 
as has occurred in the 
past, providing a better 
turning radius for trucks 
while enhancing traffic 
flow. 

Approximately 8,200 
vehicles travel through 
the intersection in an av-
erage day. U.S. 641 con-
nects with and 
terminates at U.S. 60 
(Main Street) on the 
north-south legs of the 
intersection. U.S. 60 
(Gum Street) serves as 
the west leg of the inter-
section with the east leg 
being a city street. 

On Thursday, traffic 
signals and equipment 
will be removed and all-
way stop signs placed at 
each leg of the intersec-
tion.  

Quick action is re-
quired after it appeared 
that a signal head had 

been hit by a passing 
truck over the weekend, 
which resulted in the sig-
nals being placed in red 
flashing mode. On Mon-
day, a signal crew found 
that deterioration of a 
utility pole that supports 
the overhead signal sys-
tem was causing the 
problem. Engineers also 
determined that all of the 
local utility companies 
had moved their lines off 
the pole in recent years. 

As engineers continued 
investigating issues with 
the signal, they deter-
mined that the signal 
needed to be taken off the 
pole as quickly as possi-
ble so the pole could be 
taken down. 

As the intersection 
transitions to an all-way 
stop on Thursday, traffic 
engineers remind mo-
torists to be alert for 
changes in traffic flow the 
move will create. The all-
way stop also has the ad-
vantage of calming traffic 

to match the 35 mile per 
hour and 25 mile per 
hour speed limit sections 
along Main Street 
through downtown Mar-
ion. 

The transition to an all-
way stop is expected to 
start around 8 a.m., and 
take several hours to 
complete.   

Motorists should be 
alert for flaggers control-
ling traffic during the 
transition as a KYTC sig-
nal crew removes the ex-
isting signal and installs 
appropriate signage. 

The intersection is 
about a mile east of a 
U.S. 60 work zone for 
construction of a new 
turn lane for the Critten-
den County Middle and 
High School Complex and 
the Crittenden County 
Hospital. That project to 
enhance traffic flow and 
school access is expected 
to be completed around 
Aug. 10, in time for 
school to start this fall.

3                                                                                                                                                       THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, June 27, 2024

,

  Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan Head’s 
monthly activity report for his department. 

                                              January       February 

Collision Investigated 

Complaints 

Papers Served 

Service Attempts Failed 

Total Service Attempts 

Transports 

Special Detail 

Training Hours 

Verbal Warning 

Criminal Citation 

Officer Assist 

Building Checks 

Total Manhours 

Bailiff Court Hours 

Cases Opened 

Felony Arrests 

Followup Investigations 

Misdemeanor Arrests 

Motorist Assists 

DUIs 

Traffic Citations 

General Policing 

Call for Service 

Vehicle Inspections 

Meet w/Schools 
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Activity Report
MAY 2024

EVAN 
H 
E 
A 
D

10 

63 

69 

2 

81 

2 

62 

1 

31 

19 

6 

41 

793 

6 

8 

9 

9 

2 

5 

0 

16 

168 

19 

69 

-

5.25 

54.58

28.83 

8.17 

56.17 

3.17 

37.83 

11.42 

11.25 

5.33 

4.75 

59.92 

486.46 

47.48 

9.58 

3.67 

9.42 

6.92 

6.08 

0.42 

6.42 

69.83 

23.75 

- 

-

                 2023 Avg 
     MAY       Monthly

Crittenden County Detention Center 
Montly Average 2023 

99.25 
57.85 
12.78 
13.81 

183.75 
— 
— 

 
 

Montly Average 2023 
$105,704.89 

$85,958.25 
$8,245.58 

$14,880.00 
$666.67 
$296.00 

$208,736.23 
 
 

$14,986.67 
468.33 
$32.00 

15.44

April 2024 Avg 
74.23 
73.7 

22.76 
20.87 

191.56 
204 
179 

 
 

April 2024 
$78,702.18 

$126,027.00 
$15,775.42 
$20,664.00 
$1,920.00 
$1,568.00 

$244,656.60 
 
 

$20,032.00 
626 

$32.00 
20.87

May 2024 Avg 
75.71 
69.87 
23.39 
16.61 

185.58 
198 
178 

 
 

May 2024 
$82,942.98 

$123,462.00 
$15,524.04 
$22,104.00 

$1,952.00 
$1,600.00 

$247,585.02 
 
 

$16,480.00 
515 

$32.00 
16.61

JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
JUNE  2024   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $35.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $32.00 

 
MAY 
Total Receipts    $359,549.77 
Disbursements  $285,072.60 

STAFF REPORT 
Medical marijuana be-

comes legal in Kentucky 
Jan. 1, 2025, and state 
law requires school 
boards to enact a policy 
by Dec. 1 that either per-
mits or prohibits its use 
by registered cardholders 
on school campuses. If 
permitted, it would be 
administered by a school 
nurse under the supervi-
sion of school staff, par-
ent or guardian. 

In preparation for the 
new state law, a policy 
update written by the 
Kentucky School Board 
Association has been 
sent to all public school 
districts, and each school 
district will decide 

whether or not to permit 
it. 

Medical cannabis prod-
ucts include edibles, oils, 
tinctures and vapes for 
individuals diagnosed 
with any type or form of 
cancer, chronic or debili-
tating pain, epilepsy or 
any other seizure disor-
der, multiple sclerosis, 
muscle spasms, or spas-
ticity; chronic nausea or 
cyclical vomiting syn-
drome that has been 
proven resistant to other 
conventional medical 
treatments; post-trau-
matic stress disorder; or 
any other medical condi-
tion or disease that the 
Kentucky Center for 

Cannabis determines. 
In other business dur-

ing its meeting last week, 
the school board ap-
proved: 

•Crittenden County 
Schools’ membership for 
2024-2025 in the Green 
River Educational Coop-
erative, which provides 
the school district with 
program resources, 
grants, program special-
ists and crisis manage-
ment should those 
service be needed.  

•Memorandum of 
agreement for $100,000 
to participate in the 21st 
Century Learning Com-
munity Center, which ad-
ministers the Crosswalk 

program in Crittenden 
County from July 1, 
2024 to Sept. 30, 2025. 

•A pledge of collateral 
agreement for public 
school funds with Farm-
ers Bank in Mairon. 

•A Fidelity Bond of 
Treasurer with Ohio Ca-
sualty Insurance/Liberty 
Mutual for the penal sum 
of $200,000 at a cost of 
$457.08 for the 2024-
2025 school year. 

•Memorandum of 
agreement of Common-
wealth of Kentucky Sup-
plemental Career and 
Technical Education 
funds for $148,687 from 
July 1, 2024 to June 30, 
2025. 

•The sixth payment to 
MP Lawson in the 
amount of $217,739.99 
for the CCMS addition 
and all other vendor pay-
ments related to the proj-
ect. 

•A second year emer-
gency certification of a 
Spanish teacher seeking 
certification. 

•Amended the school 
district’s Code of Accept-
able Behavior and Disci-
pline to replace THC with 
“illegal substances,” in 
vapes. 

•Mileage reimburse-
ment at 45¢ effective 
July 1. That rate had 
been set quarterly but 
changed to annually. 

•Memorandum of Un-
derstanding for offering
the Transportation Cabi-
net safe driver classes
Aug.1, 2024-July 2025
for young drivers. 

•Amended superinten-
dent’s contract to add the
benefit of reimbursement
of medical and health ex-
penses. 

•Soft drink bid July 1-
June 30 2028 to Pepsi
MidAmerica. 

•Diesel bid to JSC Ter-
minal DBA Midwest Ter-
minal 7¢ above rack
price, up one cent from
current fiscal year. 

•Propane bid to River
Region Propane/UPG at
a cost of $1.69.09, up

Crittenden County Schools Trans-
portation Director Wayne Winters
was recently awarded top recognition
at the Kentucky Association For
Pupil Transportation (KAPT) confer-
ence in Bowling Green. Nominated
by peers across the state, Winters
was named Director of the Year. 

KAPT recognizes one individual
each year who demonstrates out-
standing leadership qualities, men-
tors other directors and serves the
Kentucky Department of Education
in different roles to further the safety
of Kentucky students.  

Winters, a 13-year employee of
Crittenden County Schools, has
served as transportation director
since 2018. In 2019 at the Student
Transportation Association of Ken-
tucky (STAK) conference in
Louisville, Winters was named
Rookie Director of the Year.  

Being named the state director of
the year, to Winters, is something he
holds in high regard.  

“It is a great honor to be highly re-
spected by so many of my peers
across Kentucky,” he said.

Schools to decide by winter on medical cannabis

VOTE 
Continued from page 1 

assure that someone does not vote 
twice. All county election devices at the 
five polling places actively communi-
cate with one another over the internet 
to prevent voter fraud. 

Wood said the fire station is sided
with  metal and has a metal roof, which
adversely affects various types of inter-
net connection options.  

Tabor said Shady Grove is the most
remote of all polling places in the
county, about 14 miles from Marion.

Winters top bus man in Kentucky

Devonna Driver, KAPT President, presented 
Winders the award in Bowling Green. 



50 YEARS AGO 
June 27, 1974 
n Crittenden County School Board, meeting in special 
session, closed out the fiscal year by authorizing 
County School Superintendent Ed Hickey to make 
plans and seek state approval for construction of a new 
school bus garage at the high school. The board was 
considering the construction of a metal building com-
plete with service bays, washing area and office space. 
n More than $4,000 in premiums and prize money was 
to be given away during the Crittenden County Fair at 
the Town and Country Riding Club grounds. Activities 
were to begin with local cars and drivers entering the 
International Demolition Derby, then the annual beauty 
contest. The Friday night event was AMA-Sanctioned 
Motorcycle races. Saturday events were sheep shear-
ing and a tractor pull.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
June 24, 1999 
n Two local churches made an effort to bring together 
their religions. St. William Catholic Church and Marion 
United Methodist Church held an ecumenical Bible 
school for the youth and their congregations. Libby 
Downs, pastoral minister from St. William, said in order 
to bring more children together, she asked other 
churches in the community to have a joint Bible school. 
In cooperation with Roger Dutschke and Natasha Cook 
of Marion Methodist, the churches began planning and 
the joint effort brought nearly 40 children, ages three 
through 12 together. 
n Members of the Crittenden County High School 
cheerleading squad attended a Universal Cheerleading 
Association camp at Tennessee Tech University in 
Cookeville, Tenn. Twenty-four girls attended, which had 
322 participants from around the region. The girls’ var-
sity squad was coached by Ruth Marshall and Deana 
Nichols and won the most improved award at camp. 
The boys’ varsity team was presented a superior team 
award and was coached by Denise Croft. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
June 26, 2014 
n Community food drive was organized to help the 
growing need at the Crittenden County Food Bank. The 
food bank assisted an average of 200 to 260 families a 
month. Food bank coordinators Fred and Minnie Lou 
Brown had seen a sharp increase in the number of in-
dividuals needing assistance, and the food bank was 
having a hard time getting needed supplies from the 
Tri-State Food Bank in Evansville. Brown credited the 
local Siemens plant for conducting a cereal drive and 
collecting more than 200 boxes of cereal. 
n Marion had been dubbed one of the 50 safest cities 
in Kentucky according to SafeWise Report that used 
FBI Crime Report data from 2012 to reach its conclu-
sions. Marion ranked No. 42 and was the smallest Ken-
tucky city surveyed in the study. Local officials said a 
strong police presence and the city’s demographics, 
size and location were largely to credit for the ranking. 
n The first-ever Marion-Crittenden County Park Scav-
enger Hunt was a success. Several teams helped raise 
about $200 for the park. Participants Ashley Wheeler, 
Mallory McDowell and Jesalyn Duncan completed their 
part of the scavenger hunt by getting a photo of one of  
them handcuffed by Sheriff Wayne Agent.  
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West Side street 
will be paved by KY 

Kentucky Transportation Cabi-
net is paving an often used ac-
cess road behind what’s 
commonly called the Old West-
side Market between KY 91 
North and Old Salem Road, 
which is also KY Highway 981. 

Mayor D’Anna Browning said 
southbound motorists use the 
access road when driving from 
KY 91 to Old Salem Road be-
cause the Y just a few hundred 
feet away does not provide a 
practical turn. 

Browning said the state has 
agreed to pave the side road and 
install stop signs at each end. 

 

124 camping nights 
at Riverview in May 

During May there were 124 
overnight RV camping rentals at 
Riverview Park on the Ohio River 
in northern Crittenden County. 
There were also 10 tent camping 
nights. Overnight camping stays 
were down from the previous 
month when there were 137 
nights and 30 tent nights. 

There are seven concrete RV 
pads with power, water and 
wastewater available. The camp-
ground includes a dock, rest-
rooms, playground, basketball 
goal, pavilion and primitive 
camping. 

Tent camping is $5 per night 
and RV camping is $20 with 
amenities.  

Fees go toward maintenance 
and upkeep of the park, formerly 
known as Dam 50. Reservations 
can be made online at Critten-
denCountyKy.org. 

 

Baby shower hosted by 
Early Childhood Council  

Families and expecting moth-
ers are invited to a literacy event 
and baby shower sponsored by 
the Crittenden County Early 
Childhood Council Thursday, 
June 27. 

Activities will be offered to 
children, including games and 
face painting, and door prizes 
and free food will be provided. 
Kids will recognize Bluey and 
Chase, who will greet and enter-
tain children. 

Big giveaways will be offered 
including car seats, strollers, 
playpens and other baby essen-
tials.  

The event begins at 4:30 p.m., 
at Chapel Hill Head Start, located 
at 733 chapel Hill Rd., in Marion. 

 

Sturgis, Webster get 
share of $2.9 million 

Webster County and Sturgis 
are among beneficiaries of Gov. 
Andy Beshear’s latest announce-
ment about $2.9 million in 
grants for various state projects. 

Funding is from the Delta Re-
gional Authority (DRA) and the 
money will go to four projects to 
bolster economic development 
and improve public infrastruc-
ture. 

City of Sturgis will use $2 mil-
lion to rehabilitate its waste-
water treatment plant and 
Webster County will use 
$326,657 for the county’s Work-
force Training Equipment project 
in Dixon. Funds will be used to 
purchase workforce training 
equipment for students in man-

ufacturing, health care, indus-
trial and computer-aided design 
career tracks. 

Webster County will use an-
other $150,000 to develop a 
comprehensive economic devel-
opment plan, focusing on creat-
ing an economically and climate 
resilient community that has ex-
perienced a decline in coal-in-
dustry jobs. 

DRA was established in 2000 
as a formal framework for joint 
federal-state collaboration to 
promote and encourage the eco-
nomic development of the lower 
Mississippi River region and Ala-
bama Black Belt. The DRA in-
vests in projects supporting 
transportation infrastructure, 
basic public infrastructure, 
workforce training and business 
development. The DRA’s mission 
is to help create jobs, build 
communities and improve the 
lives of those who reside in the 
252 counties and parishes of the 
eight-state region. 

Gov. Beshear’s term as DRA 
States’ Co-Chair follows his term 
as States’ Co-Chair of the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission, 
which serves Appalachian Ken-
tucky.  

 

Airport heist connected 
to charges in Lyon Co. 

A Marion man indicted earlier 
this month by the Crittenden 
County Grand Jury for his al-
leged role in a burglary at Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Airport in 
April has now been indicted in 
Lyon County as part of the same 
incident. 

Jacob Walker, 33, was indicted 
on felony charges of complicity 
to receiving stolen property 
$10,000 or more, complicity to 
criminal trespassing with bur-
glary, possession of fentanyl, 
and being a persistent felony of-
fender.  

Walker and a female from Illi-
nois were pulled over in a traffic 
stop on US 641 between Fredo-
nia and Eddyville by Lyon County 
Sheriff Brent White on the morn-
ing of April 5. Allegations are 
that Walker had burglarized the 
airport shortly prior to the traffic 
stop. 

More than $50,000 in property 
was reportedly stolen from the 
airport. At least some of the 
items were allegedly found in 
the pickup Walker was driving. 
The truck is also believed to 
have been stolen. 

Walker remains lodged in the 
Crittenden County Detention 
Center. 

 

Recycling still on hold 
Crittenden County’s recycling 

program remains on hold, but 
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom 
said this week that steps are 
being taken to resurrect a five-
county recycling effort. 

The multi-county coalition had 
been using West Kentucky Cor-
rectional Complex as an opera-
tions center, but the prison 
ceased its program earlier this 
year. 

Newcom said a company in-
terested in providing a regional 
recycling program for area 
counties hopes to occupy a 
building in Princeton. There is, 
however, no specific timetable 
for the program to begin. As for 
now, Crittenden County Conven-
ience Center is still not accept-
ing recyclable materials such as 
plastics, glass or cardboard. 

 

Bear sightings near  
A black bear was spotted sev-

eral times in Daviess County 
earlier this week, according to 
news accounts from the Owens-
boro area. News agencies cite 

Sheriff Brad Youngman as con-
firming the sightings. 

Some sightings have been in 
the Utica area between Highway 
81 and the Natcher Parkway and 
around the Old Hartford Road 
area. 

 

Howell appointed to 
serve on task force 

Kentucky state Sen. Jason 
Howell, R-Murray, has been 
named to the newly established 
Workforce Attraction and Reten-
tion Task Force. This task force 
will meet monthly during the 
2024 Interim to study and ad-
dress the challenges around at-
tracting the best workers to 
Kentucky and creating an envi-
ronment to retain them long-
term. 

The Workforce Attraction and 
Retention Task Force will iden-
tify issues Kentucky employers 
face in attracting and retaining 
skilled workers, explore suc-
cessful marketing strategies for 
workforce attraction from other 
states and local communities, 
collaborate with the Cabinet for 
Economic Development and hire 
a consulting firm to devise rec-
ommendations, develop a mar-
keting program and grant fund 
program for workforce attraction 
and retention, evaluate existing 
education and workforce devel-
opment programs, analyze eco-
nomic and labor force data and 
demographic trends, and engage 
with employers, industry repre-
sentatives, and economic devel-
opment professionals. 

"I am honored to serve on this 
vital task force," Howell said. "A 
healthy workforce in Kentucky is 
a big indicator of our overall 
health as a state. I anticipate we 
will learn a lot from those testi-
fying before this task force and I 
know it will help us as we imple-
ment policy changes that make 
Kentucky even more robust in 
our attraction and retention ef-
forts." 

Sen. Howell represents the 
First Senate District, including 
Calloway, Crittenden, Fulton, 
Graves, Hickman, Lyon, and 
Trigg Counties.  

  

New waste water 
plant in operation 

City officials say the stench 
last week smelled by some resi-
dents living around the sewer 
plant should be gone by now. 

Mayor D’Anna Browning says 
engineers had advised the city 
that strong odor could be pres-
ent during the changeover from 
the old sewer plant at the inter-
section of Adams Street and 
Sturgis Road to the new multi-
million-dollar facility nearby in 
Industrial Park North. 

“That’s just normal during 
transfer,” the mayor said.  

The plant began operating at 
full strength early this week. The 
old plant will be decommis-
sioned. 

Marion had been under an 
agreed order with state agencies 
for many years to replace its 
aging sewer plant.  

 

County gets $8,300 
for better polling 

Crittenden County will be get-
ting $8,300 from a broader Help 
American Vote Act grant coming 
to Kentucky.  

County Clerk Daryl Tabor said 
the money will be used to up-
grade voting booths. He said 
current balloting stations are 
somewhat flimsy. More rigid ta-
bles and privacy visors will be 
purchased in addition to security 
carts for handling ballots. 

 

STAFF REPORT 
A couple of state high-

ways in Crittenden 
County are scheduled for 
new pavement in Fiscal 
Year 2024-25. 

Paul Friedlander, a sec-
tion supervisor with the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet, met with county 
officials last week during 
the monthly fiscal court 
meeting and outlined 
plans for the coming 
highway improvement 
season.  

With just under 
$125,000 remaining in 
carryover from the cur-
rent fiscal year, Critten-
den County is expected to 
get another $1.17 million 
in new funding from the 
state in the coming year. 
Of that, about $500,000 
will be set aside for ad-

ministrative and mainte-
nance expense, leaving 
an anticipated balance of 
$852,052 for highway 
improvements. 

State highways KY 
1905 and KY 723 will re-
ceive a lion’s share of the 
money. On 1905, there 
will be 2.797 miles of new 
blacktop from KY 120 to 
the end of state mainte-
nance. On KY 723, there 
will be 1.737 miles of sur-
face upgrade on the KY 
135 end. 

The state also has on 
its schedule paving plans 
for KY 297 from money in 
last year’s allotment to 
the county.  

According to state fig-
ures, it costs about 
$120,000 to resurface 
one mile of highway.

State highway funding  
planned for 723 & 1905

FERRY 
Continued from page 1 

ing to Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet. A new 
two-year deal would be 
worth about $1.8 million. 
The current contract ex-
pires Sunday night. 

Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet (KYTC) is-
sued a news release 
Tuesday afternoon. It 
said Kentucky and Illi-
nois remain committed to 
supporting the ferry.  

“The Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet recog-
nizes the importance of 
maintaining a vital trans-
portation link between 

Kentucky and Illinois via 
the Cave In Rock Ferry.   

KYTC remains in nego-
tiations with the Ferry 
Authority but has yet to 
finalize a new agreement 
for financial support of 
the ferry operations. 

The ferry operator and 
KYTC have tentatively 
come to an agreement on 
a 13% increase in annual 
funding for the ferry.  

“Discussions are un-
derway with the Ferry 
Authority to review con-
tractual language and to 
work to finalize the 
agreement to ensure it 
meets reimbursement 
guidelines and state pro-

curement regulations,” 
KYTC said in its news re-
lease.  

KYTC said it wants to 
remind travelers of the 
potential disruption to 
the Cave In Rock ferry 
service beginning July 1.  

“Travelers should be 
prepared to use an alter-
nate route between Cave 
In Rock, Ill., and Critten-
den County, if service is 
interrupted,” it said in 
the release. “On behalf of 
the two states, KYTC offi-
cials continue to work 
with the Ferry Authority 
to develop an agreement 
to continue ferry service 
at Cave In Rock. The 

states will also explore al-
ternative options to pro-
vide a cross-river 
connection should the 
operator decide to dis-
continue ferry service at 
this location.” 

The Cave In Rock Ferry 
carries about 300 vehi-
cles per day at no cost to 
travelers. The shortest al-
ternative drive between 
Marion, KY, and Cave In 
Rock, Ill., would use the 
KY 56 Shawneetown 
Bridge and take about 35 
minutes longer than a 
trip on the ferry.  

Stay tuned to The 
Press Online for details. 
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One of my favorite 
lines in a hymn is, “What 
language shall I bor-
row, to thank 
thee dearest 
friend.” It is 
from the hymn 
O Sacred 
Head attribut-
ed to Bernard 
of Clairvaux 
(c.1153). It is 
a recognition 
that even the 
words we use 
are not our 
own but are 
granted to us 
from another 
source. It is up 
to us how we 
use this gift of 
language.

In the ear-
ly chapters of 
Genesis, we read of the 
descendants of Cain. 
The genealogy ends in 
progress (husbandry, 
the arts, and industry) 
and vicious violence with 
Lamech’s declaration, 
“I have killed a man for 
injuring me... Lamech 
(is avenged) seventy-sev-
en-fold!” Immediately 
after this we read of the 
birth of Seth (the line of 
King David and Jesus 
the Messiah). It is here 
we read, “At that time 
men began to call on the 

name of the Lord.” This 
tension between technol-
ogy and faith has been 

going on from 
that day to 
this.

It is words 
that are used 
to pass down 
the skills and 
stories that 
encourage the 
source of the 
wisdom that 
will guide us. 
If the wisdom 
of progress is 
divorced from 
the wisdom 
of faith there 
will always 
be violence. If 
wisdom is sep-
arated from 
history, it will 

end in a twisted story 
that will justify people 
of faith doing all sorts of 
wretched things to each 
other because we forget.

The second century 
apologist Theophilus of 
Antioch was educated in 
rhetoric and philosophy 
and then was converted 
to Christianity. His goal 
in many of his surviving 
writings was to defend 
the Christian faith by 
pointing to its ancient or-
igin and the character of 
its adherents. He argued 

that “letters” (i.e. writing) 
was a gift given to us by 
God, which the Greeks 
did not acknowledge and 
therefore ignored the his-
tory of God’s people, “But 
the Greeks make no men-
tion of the histories which 
give the truth: 昀rst, be-
cause they themselves 
only recently became 
partakers of the knowl-
edge of letters; and they 
themselves own it, alleg-
ing that letters were in-
vented, some say among 
the Chaldeans, and oth-
ers with the Egyptians, 
and others again say that 
they are derived from the 
Phoenicians.” 

He then says they ig-
nore the glory of God and, 
“…they even bestow priz-
es and honors on those 
who in harmonious lan-
guage insult God; but of 
those who are zealous 
in the pursuit of virtue 
and practice a holy life, 
some they stoned, some 
they put to death, and up 
to the present time they 
subject them to savage 
tortures. Wherefore such 
men have necessarily lost 
the wisdom of God, and 
have not found the truth.” 
(Theophilus to Autolycus, 
Book 3, Chapter 30).

Another second century 
apologist, Clement of Al-

exandria, recognized the 
usefulness and beauty of 
the human arts, but that 
they should not be wor-
shipped. He points out 
the vast gulf between hu-
man art and the creation 
of God. This leads him to 
divine wisdom. “Human 
art, moreover, produces 
houses, and ships, and 
cities, and pictures. But 
how shall I tell what God 
makes? Behold the whole 
universe [is] are the work 
of His 昀ngers . . . For God 
alone made it, because 
He alone is truly God. . 
. Consequently the choir 
of philosophers are in er-
ror, who indeed most no-
bly confess that man was 
made for the contempla-
tion of the heavens, but 
who worship the objects 
that appear in the heav-
ens and are apprehend-
ed by sight. For if the 
heavenly bodies are not 
the works of men, they 
were certainly created 
for man. Let none of you 
worship the sun, but set 
his desires on the Maker 
of the sun; nor deify the 
universe, but seek after 
the Creator of the uni-
verse. The only refuge, 
then, which remains for 
him who would reach the 
portals of salvation is di-
vine wisdom. From this, 

as from a sacred asylum, 
the man who presses 
after salvation, can be 
dragged by no demon.” 
(Clement of Alexandria, 
Exhortation to the Unbe-
liever, Chapter 4).

Believers understand 
that there is much to be 
said for human wisdom. 
The arts, philosophy, 
and industry have given 
us lives today that people 
could not have imagined 
only a few decades ago. 
But that wisdom must 
recognize the wisdom of 
the one who gave us the 
very words, the letters, 
that we use to create 
these advances. Wisdom 
that ignores this leads to 
inequity and violence in 

our world. 
James in the New Tes-

tament puts it this way, 
“But the wisdom from 
above is 昀rst pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, open 
to reason, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without 
uncertainty or insincer-
ity.  And the harvest of 
righteousness is sown in 
peace by those who make 
peace.” (James 3:17-18, 
RSV)

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

It is up to us how we use the gift of language

Your mission in life is connected to Jesus’ mission
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing 
Box located next to the church at 117 Old 
Salem Church Rd. Everyone is welcome to 
take items or place them in the box for oth-
ers to enjoy.
n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrant-
pc@tds.net and request a video link that 
hopefully will change your mind.
n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist 
Church in Fredonia is open to serve the 
area with free clothes. The Clothes Closet 
is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. 
The Clothes Closet will be closed in case 
of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes 
closet is open from 9 a.m. to noon on the 
second and fourth Saturday of every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food 
pantry is open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month in Coleman Hall 
of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist 
Church is open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each 
Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between 
Lola and Joy in Livingston County offers 
food 24 hours a day, 7 days week at its out-
door Blessing Box in front of the church.  

Religious Outreach

Question: I’ve made 
some stumbling steps in 
life. As I take into account 
my own personal talents 
and abilities, ambitions and 
passions, I wish I knew my 
mission. If I did, I’d do it and 
be more ful昀lled. How can 
I truly know my mission in 
life?

Answer: God is not so 
much concerned whether 
you are a preacher or a me-
chanic, a computer game 
engineer or a plumber, a 
sale’s clerk or a city sanita-
tion worker. He wants you 

to be in a close relationship 
with Him and for you to 
demonstrate your new life 
in Christ by your love and 
concern for others.

Whatever vocation you 
pursue, every Christian’s 
mission in life is formed in 
light of Jesus’ mission. He 
stated it in the prophet Isa-
iah’s words, “He (the Lord) 

has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to release the 
oppressed, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor” (Lk. 
4:18, 19). In short, He came 
to deliver people from their 
sin-debt through His sacri昀-
cial death.

We must do the same. 
Our mission must fall in the 
shadow of Jesus’ mission. 
We are to share with every-
one the good news that Je-

sus saves, gives abundant 
life here and now and eter-
nal life in heaven.

Only with the Spirit’s help 
can we effectively carry 
out this mission. As you in-
tentionally carry it out, ser-
endipitously your life will 
become meaningful and 
ful昀lling.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Tolu once walled city of the Round Heads
Today we are going to 

take you back in years to 
the Tolu of long ago – pre-
historic Tolu.  Tolu, a city 
of pearls and ornaments. 
A walled city built long 
ago by “Round Heads,” 
built as many others 
were built on the side of 
the great Ohio River.

Today if we should dig 
under our school 
ground we might 
昀nd some of the 
stones from the 
walls of this pre-
historic city, we 
might trace the 
subways that 
led to the two 
springs on the 
Hurricane Creek 
bank. These 
springs were to 
be used if the 
city was over be-
sieged by the en-
emy tribes.

Legend tells 
us that long ago 
the Red Men (the 
Algonkians) and 
the Round Heads 
signed a treaty, sealed 
by Calumet, the peace-
pipe, smoked in the pres-
ence of the Great Spirit. 
This treaty gave the Red 
Men (the Algonkains) the 
hunting ground of the 
Ozark, lying on the north 
side of the Ohio River. It 
gave the Round Heads all 
the land south of the riv-
er. Each tribe was to live 
on his side of the river.  
Neither should cross the 
river to harm the other.

–––
So, for many moons the 

tribes lived in peace with 
each other, the river wide 
between them. The elders 
and wise men taught the 
young men of the treaty, 
of the treaty sealed by 
peace-pipe, smoked in 
the presence of the Great 
Spirit.

The years went by.  
The tribes were moving 
southward, but no tribe 
had crossed the river.

The younger men and 
warriors began to talk 
of the south land and 
the bluegrass. The great 
herds of deer and droves 
of buffalo, the biggest 
turkey, they became ea-
ger to cross the river and 
claim it.

–––
The Round Heads on 

the south side feared the 
Red Men and built their 
walled city. They built 
for water and food stor-
age, built for safety from 
aggression, for defenses 
from Algonkians, from 

the onward rush of the 
Red Men.

Peace continued be-
tween the nations until 
the 16th birthday of Is-
hkooda, the only daugh-
ter of Oklagee, the chief 
of the Algonkians.  She 
was idolized by all who 
knew her, worshiped by 
her tribe and family. Eyes 

had she, like 
bluest heaven.  
Her hair was 
long and fair 
and slightly 
golden.  When 
she ran it 
streamed be-
hind her as a 
comet. From 
her hair came 
the name Ish-
kooda, mean-
ing bright tail 
of comet.

 By her 
16th birth-
day, Ishkoo-
da had many 
suitors come 
to woo her, 
love and win 

her, but none so brave 
as the young Cherokee of 
the Northland. He was a 
dauntless hunter, a brave 
traveler, a trader among 
the Algonkians.  He car-
ried to them, on his man-
ly shoulders, the 昀nest 
deer for meat and corn 
for hominy, acorns from 
the mountain oak tress 
to dry for meal to make 
cakes for Algonkains.

He brought as gifts for 
Ishkooda, robes of rarest 
beauty, robes of rarest 
tints and colors.  With 
these robes Ishkooda’s 
mother dressed her. She 
was the gayest dressed 
of all the girls in the Al-
gonkain land.

–––
Gay in life was fair Is-

hkooda, loved she 昀owers 
and the meadows, loved 
the golden-rods and red  
leaves; love the gay birds 
and their singing, Loved 
the crickets and the but-
ter昀ies.

She in springtime 
plucked wild 昀owers, She 
in autumn hunted the 
nut trees.

With her maidens she 
roamed the meadows, 
Strolled in the glades of 
the forests.

She at length loved 
boats and rowing. Rode 
canoe of Cherokee her 
lover, Fished in creeks 
and  rowed in bay-

ous, And fairest wind 
and weather, She and 
maids went to the river, 
Picked up shells  
and stones on sandbars, 
Pretty shells and stones 
for ornaments.

–––
One day as Ishkooda 

and her maidens were 
picking up shells along 
the shore of the river, she 
met young Prince Men-
hoo, Prince of the Round 
Heads, a prince brave 
and daring, reckless 
prince among the Round 
Heads.  Menhoo fell in 
love with Ishkooda at 昀rst 
sight, he talked to her by 
his interpreter; told her 
he was Prince Menhoo, 
of the walled and wealthy 
city, that he would rule a 
mighty people, and that 
he had loved her at 昀rst 
sight.

Ishkooda and her 
maidens laughed at Men-
hoo, they would not talk 
to him. They hurried to 
their canoes and rowed 
away from Menhoo.

Sad at heart, Menhoo 
rowed back to Tolu, to 
his home and to his fa-
ther. He told his people 
he had seen an angel and 
that his one desire was 
to have her for his wife. 
Menhoo’s father told him 
that he must forget the 
maiden and 昀nd a wife 
from his own tribe and 
nation.

Menhoo would not lis-

ten to his father.  Each 
day he would row to the 
sandbar where he had 
seen Ishkooda and wait 
for her to return. He did 
not tell his father of his 
plans, only his boatmen 
and the young men clos-
est to him knew that he 
had an evil scheme.

–––
One day Ishkooda and 

her maidens came again 
to the sandbar. Menhoo 
was waiting for her and 
spoke to her through his 
interpreter.  He offered 
her great wealth and 
riches if she would be his 
wife.  Ishkooda told him 
that what he asked was 
impossible, that she was 
promised to Cherokee, 
Prince of the Algonkians, 
and that on the coming of 
the new moon they would 
be married.

At this, Menhoo be-
came very angry, he and 
his men seized Ishkooda, 
they tied her hands and 
feet and dragging her, ran 
to their boat.  Ishkooda 
screamed and pleaded for 
mercy, she begged Men-
hoo, for the sake of peace 
and friendship, and to 
avoid war and bloodshed, 
to give her back her free-
dom.  All the maidens 

who were with her 昀ed 
and Ishkooda was left 
alone with Menhoo and 
his men. They rowed 
away across the river tak-
ing Ishkooda away from 
her home and from her 
people.

–––
Once Ishkooda was in 

the walled city, there was 
a great excitement among 
the Round Heads. They 
all rushed to see this 
strange creature. They 
had never before seen a 
fair haired maiden.  They 
could not believe that she 
was real.  Was she 昀esh 
and blood as people, or 
was she a spirit from an-
other world?

When the Chief of the 
Round Heads came to 
see Ishkooda she begged 
him to send her back to 
her tribe and nation. The 
chief called a great pow-
wow of all the braves and 
all the wise-men among 
the Round Heads. Some 
of them wanted to send 
her back to her people 
while others thought that 
she should be pleased to 
marry their Prince.

–––
Meantime across the 

river, the Algonkians 
were aroused to great an-
ger. When Cherokee, Ish-
kooda’s lover heard of the 
kidnapping, he immedi-
ately organized the tribe 
for battle. Day and night 
for more than three days, 
canoes loaded with war-
riors and supplies for bat-
tle were landed 昀ve miles 
from the walled city.  The 
warriors slipped through 
the woodlands and sur-
rounded the village.

The Round Heads 
thinking they were safe, 
because of their great 
wall, their tunnels to the 
springs, and their sup-
plies of food and ammu-
nition, decided to wait 
and let the Algonkians 
use all the ammunition 
they had brought, then, 
when they had no more, 
it would be easy to defeat 
them.

–––
One night the Algonki-

an guards were surprised 
to see Ishkooda appear 
before them. Some of the 

women of the walled city 
had told her of the tun-
nels and she had slipped 
through it to lead her 
people to victory. The 
braves followed Ishkooda 
through the tunnel into 
the city.

As dawn born down 
on them, the Algonki-
ans slipped into the city.  
Menhoo and his father 
tried to rally their men to 
action, but the city and 
all the people were soon 
overcome by the Algonki-
ans.   Ishkooda was a 
kind hearted maiden, she 
begged that the people of 
the walled city be set free.  
Her father granted her 
request, but the Round 
Heads left their beautiful 
city, never to return.

(Taken from the book 
“Ballads from the Bluffs” 
by Judge Elihu Nicholas 
Hall, Elizabethtown, Ill. 
1948)

–––
The students that 

attended Tolu School 
during the time that Miss 
Roberta Croft taught 
fourth grade were privi-
leged to have her share 
this wonderful story 
and take them on a tour 
through Tolu.   

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

for rent
Furnished 1 BR apartment 
in Marion, $600/month, ba-
sic utilities included. Call 
(270) 965-5391. (1t-16-c)

employment 
HELP WANTED: Critten-
den County Fiscal Court 
is accepting applications 
for full-time, or part-time 
help at the County Road 
Garage. The successful 
applicant should possess 
a variety of skills related to 
but not limited to equipment 
operations, driving, general 
equipment maintenance, 
ability to learn new skills, 
being self-motivated, and 
an ability to follow instruc-
tions as necessary. The 
candidate must possess 
a driven desire to help our 
community. The job will be 
a standard 40-hour work 
week M-F with some pe-
riodic overtime required. 
Paid vacation, health in-
surance, paid holidays, re-
tirement, and a competitive 
pay scale based on experi-
ence and ability to meet the 
requirements of the job. Ap-
plications are available at 
the County Of昀ce Complex, 
200 Industrial Dr., Marion 
KY 42064. The County is 
an equal opportunity em-
ployer and a certi昀ed drug 
free workplace. Don’t let 
this opportunity pass you 
by. (1t-26-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-30-p)
Springtime is here! Do 
you need a job done? Big 
or small, give us a call, ( 
270) 704-1888. Better Built 
Home Solutions: Decks, 
pressure washing, window 
washing, roo昀ng, paint-
ing, tree trimming/cutting, 
general maintenance jobs 
and much more! Free esti-
mates! (8t-28-c) ks
Weekend remodeling. 
Flooring, decks, small car-
pentry work. Call Ben Ev-
ans and Gabe Mott (270) 
704-5977 or (270) 704-
6158. (TfC)

notice
Notice is hereby given that 

on June 19, 2024 Rebec-
ca “Becky” Gail Bryant of 
180 Mexico Rd., Marion, 
Ky. 42064 was appointed 
executrix of Clinton Osley 
Truitt, deceased, whose ad-
dress was 1363 Pickering 
Hill Rd., Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Hon. Cody Hooks, P.O. Box 
1480, Eddyville, Ky. 42038, 
attorney.
All persons having calais 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
executrix before the 19th 
day of December, 2024 and 
all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
0Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-25-c)
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The Hen-
derson Gleaner, The Living-
ston Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classi昀ed 
department at (270) 965-
3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

statewides
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No an-
nual contract, no hidden 
fees! Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying 
for your service, call now for 
a free quote and see how 
much you can save! 1-877-
548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet!  Free Install, Free 

HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Direct and get 
your 昀rst free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435
CELLULAR                    

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Lat-
est iPhone Every Year On 
Us! 855-841-2894
DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans 昀nd work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-844-592-4235
Get your deduction ahead 
of the year-end! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end 
tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-877-
581-3053 today!
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-984-2146 today!
DRIVING SERVICE

GoGo. Live and age your 
way. Get help with rides, 
groceries, meals and more. 
Memberships start as low 
as $1 per day. Available 24/7 
nationwide. BBB Rated A+ 
Business. Call GoGo to get 
started. 1-888-485-2657
FINANCIAL

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cant-
ly less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-262-
5602

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 855-977-4979
HEALTH

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. Call 
1-877-465-1309
HOME IMPROVEMENT

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need out-
side noise reduction? New, 
energy ef昀cient windows 
may be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE quote 
today. 1-844-592-3968.  You 
will be asked for the zip code 
of the property when con-
necting.
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 
– up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-888-
302-4539
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-888-841-2035
HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages 

today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-688-8576 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.
Prepare for power out-
ages with Briggs & Strat-
ton&#9415; PowerPro-
tect(TM) standby generators 
- the most powerful home 
standby generators avail-
able. Industry-leading com-
prehensive warranty 7 years 
($849 value.) Proudly made 
in the U.S.A. Call Briggs & 
Stratton 1-877-548-2927.
INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress
INTERNET OFFERS

HI-SPEED INTERNET, ANY-
WHERE!  Shop With A Via-
sat Expert For High Speed 
Satellite Internet. New Cus-
tomer Deals In Your Area. 
Nationwide Service. CALL 
NOW. 1-877-548-7404
MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 

information kit! Call 888-982-
0374
SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your fam-
ily, your home, your assets 
NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 1-877-548-7486
SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability bene昀ts if you have 
are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 
for a health condition that 
prevents you from working 
for a year or more. Call now! 
1-877-548-7946
WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction,
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky
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The
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Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

Nominations are open for the 2024 
Crittenden County Chamber  of Com-
merce Awards to be presented during 
the organization’s annual gala later this 
year. 

Deadline for nominations is Aug. 1. 
Send nominations to the Chamber of 
Commerce via its Facebook page or its 
directors. 

 Nominees do not have to be Chamber 
members, they just have to be qualified 
to win the award in the category for 
which they are nominated.  

 
2024 AWARDS  

Volunteer of the Year 
The recipient of this award embodies 

the spirit of a selflessness. This person, 
group, business, or organization has 
gone above and beyond the call of nor-
mal volunteer service and the cause (or 
causes) they assisted with was much 
more impactful because of their service. 
The recipient of this award does not 
have to reside or be located in Critten-
den County but the volunteer service 
they provided must have impacted Crit-
tenden County.  

 
Young Professional of the Year 

The recipient of this award either re-
sides in or works in Crittenden County 
and is under the age of 30. They are a 
person who demonstrates pursuit of 
professional success while consistently 
demonstrating their high standards for 
professionalism, courtesy, education, 
and community. They are both an effec-
tive leader and exemplary team player, 

both of which can be attested by their 
peers.  

 
Young Tradesperson of the Year 

The recipient of this award either re-
sides in or works in Crittenden County 
and is under the age of 30. They are a 
person who demonstrates pursuit of 
their own personal success in their 
chosen trade and clearly understand 
the importance of maintaining a strong 
network of tradespeople locally. They 
hold themselves to higher standards for 
professionalism, courtesy, education 
and community. 

 
Woman in Business 

The recipient of this award either re-
sides in or works in Crittenden County. 
She is a leader who challenges other 
women to set higher goals and meet 
higher standards. She does not have to 
own a business, but she should have a 
key role in the operations. She is an in-
spiration in all forms to those around 
her.  

 
Crittenden County Schools  

Person of the Year 
The recipient of this award should be 

employed by the Crittenden County 
School System. Not only do they excel 
in their role, but they embody the core 
values and initiatives set in place by 
Crittenden County Schools. They are 
deserving of praise inside and outside 
of the school system for their efforts, 
their accomplishments, and their im-
pact. 

Up and Coming Business of the Year 
The recipient of this award must have 

established (or otherwise re-estab-
lished, come under new ownership, or 
undergone major expansion or renova-
tion which changed the course of the 
business) within the last 2 years. This 
business must be located in Crittenden 
County. It’s clearly perceived that this 
business is growing, will provide com-
munal growth, will positively impact 
our local economy, and is (or will) pro-
vide a growing number of employment 
opportunities. This business sets high 
standards for professionalism and serv-
ice. They are an exciting and important 
addition to our economic landscape 
and as a community we recognize their 
growing importance.  

 
Crittenden County’s  
Business of the Year 

The recipient of this award must be 
registered and operating as a business 
in Crittenden County. This business 
has set itself apart in the last year for 
going above and beyond; for service, for 
sacrifice, for volunteering, for growth, 
for accomplishment, etc. They are a 
crucial part of our local economy and 
Crittenden County would perhaps not 
be the same without them. They 
demonstrate the importance of commu-
nity and are perceived by the public to 
be an asset.   

 
Community Spirit Award 

The recipient of this award may be a 
person, group, family, business, organ-

ization. They may not reside or work in 
Crittenden County but the reason for 
their nomination should document 
why/how their Community Spirit di-
rectly impacts Crittenden County in a 
positive way. They are supportive and 
inspirational. Wherever local success is 
found, you’ll find them cheering. They 
champion causes, ideas and general 
growth in Crittenden County. They 
cause those around them and those 
who come into contact with them to be 
exuberant and cheerful. They give self-
lessly, they cheer excitedly, and they 
truly work to promote the importance 
of community and the endowment of all 
things that make Crittenden County 
unique.  

 
Excellence in Corporate/Individual  

Social Responsibility  
Includes public interest in corporate 

decision making. It includes, but is not 
limited to environmental, ethical, and 
quality of life initiatives. This would 
touch base on leadership in ethical and 
environmental responsibility, ethics in 
business, green initiatives and sustain-
ability.  

 
Legacy Award 

This goes to someone who has 
demonstrated a deep, abiding and long-
term commitment to their community 
who exemplifies values of trust, com-
mitment, innovation, team work, pas-
sion, and integrity. Our community will 
forever benefit from that commitment.

CLWD 
Continued from page 1 

each month at 4 p.m., at 
Salem’s Deer Lakes Golf Course 
meeting room. 

CLWD last raised its rates in 
2019. 

The rate study was based on 
2022 financial information and 
does not take into account any 
of the new expansion planned 
by the district. More than $14 
million has been pledged over 
the last few months to the dis-
trict’s three-phased plan to 
double the size of its plant from 
2 million gallons a day to 4 mil-
lion.  

Reports during the CLWD 
meeting this week indicate that 
the plant at Pinckneyville south 
of Salem is running at full ca-
pacity to keep up with demand. 
The board approved buying a 
new intake pump for the Cum-
berland River to replace one 
that is around 20 years old. 

 

Moon Pies for the Plant 
Crittenden County Public Library’s Summer Reading Program kicked into full steam 
during June. A session last week at the library was themed Outer Space and the event 
was very well attended. The program was led by Jenny Zimmer and each participant 
made a “Space Draft.” For a second activity, the children learned about the solar sys-
tem. They were given a picture of the solar system along with a sheet of stickers to affix 
to the appropriate planets. Ally Williams (picture above left) won a prize for correctly an-
swering a question about how many planets there are in the solar system. Her little sis-
ter, Caroline, (pictured at bottom left) along with several other participants correctly 
answered a question about the shape of the earth. Also, there were Moon Pies for 
everyone. Contact the library to find out more about the Summer Reading Program. 

STAFF REPORT 
An Illinois man was 

killed Wednesday 
night when his trac-
tor-trailer crashed on 
the north side of Mar-
ion. 

A preliminary inves-
tigation by Kentucky 
State Police found that 
Shawn G. Colman, 61, 
of Louisville, Ill., was 
operating a 2025 Ken-
worth, traveling east-

bound on US 60 at 
10:54 p.m., when the 
rig exited the right 
shoulder of the road-
way striking a power 
pole and overturning. 

Colman was pro-
nounced deceased at 
the scene by the Crit-
tenden County coro-
ner. 

State police investi-
gators were assisted 
on scene by the Crit-

tenden County Sher-
iff's Department, Crit-
tenden County Rescue 
Squad, Crittenden 
County EMS, Marion 
Police Department 
and state highway 
crews. 

The investigation is 
continuing. 

It was the second 
fatal traffic accident in 
the county this year.

Illinois man dies in tractor-trailer crash

Highway 60 (Sturgis Road) was blocked for a time 
following the crash, near the old sewer plant.

Gavin Grimes, 16, of Marion won the Miss Ameri-
Bration pageant in Calvert City last weekend. She 
competed in the 14-21  age division. Her parents 
are Matt and Brooke Grimes of Marion. Photo 
courtesy of The Lake News.

Women’s Golf 
Tabor, Kemper champs 
at Flamingo Classic 
  Melissa Tabor and Janet 
Kemper won the Flamingo 
Classic at Deer Lakes Golf 
Course June 19. Following are 
scores from the 18-hole tour-
nament:  
 
M.Tabor/J.Kemper             68 
R.Riley/T.Thomas             71 
M.Ryan/D.Blagg                73 
C.Agee/C.White                75 
B.Conyer/T.Guess             77 
T.Beavers/B.McDonald      84 
S.Henson/E.Love              86 
A.Evans/A.Thomas           87 
A.Dossett/C.Capps            90 
B.Prowell/J.Whittington     91 
M.Gilland/G.Summers      101 
R.Curnel/J.Tolley              104 
R.Dunn/V.Carlson             105 
A.Shemwell/S.Wheeler     111

Benefit singing 
nets over $21K 

 
The Saturday Night Singing 

Gospel Benefit Show June 22 at 
Fohs Hall raised more than $21,000 
for the familes of Kevin Maxfield, 
Amanda Locke, Lee Boone and the 
late Troy McGahan families.  

Each of the families is enduring 
the emotions and expense of seri-
ous medical conditions and was 
chosen as beneficiaries of the 
event produced by Cutter & Cash 
and The Kentucky Grass. 

McGahan, a local radio personal-
ity, died June 16 after being diag-
nosed with cancer this spring.  

“The love of God was so evident 
and without Him first and the loving 
people of our hometown of Marion, 
this could not have happened,” said 
Cutter Singleton. “Thank you! 
Thank you! Thank you!” 

Singleton said about 400 people 
attended the event. 

Performers during the fundraiser 
were Corey and Michelle Crider, 
David Conyer, Cutter & Cash and 
The Kentucky Grass, The Davis 
Family, Lacie Duncan, Anna Beth 
Blackburn, Linda Brown and 
Regina Merrick. 

“'Thank you' doesn’t seem like 
enough to say about how this all 
makes us feel and how thankful we 
truly are,” said Kayla Maxfield, 
whose husband Kevin was diag-
nosed this spring with pancreatic 
cancer. 

Donations will be accepted 
through Thursday. Make checks 
payable to Marion Cares and send 
to 1827 US Highway 641, Marion, 
KY 42064 or send via Venmo to 
@marioncaresllc.

Chamber seeks nominees for annual awards

Melissa Tabor (left) and Janet Kemper won the 
women’s golf tournament last week at Salem.
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ROCKET FOOTBALL SUMMER YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP AWARDS

USSSA State Runnerup 

Marion Missiles 8-under travel baseball team recently finished runnerup in the 
USSSA 8A Kentucky State Championship Tournament at Owensboro. Pictured are 
(front from left) Sawyer Bock, Boone Tabor, Easton Burton, Koleson Tinsley, 
Grayson Congenie, (second row) Chase Winders, Heaton Davis, Drew Bryant, 
Ayden Oliver, Jagger Renfro, Crea Farmer, (back) coaches Casey Oliver, Josh Ren-
fro, Bryce Winders. Not Pictured: Colton James and Bray Brown.

8u Baseball Champions 

Crittenden County’s 8-under Yankees won the Lakes Area Baseball League regular-
sesaon championship with a 12-0 record. The team was runnerup in the post-season 
tournament. Pictured are (front from left) Gage Myers, Canaan Scott, Cooper Elling-
ton, Bennett Sunderland, Brayton Brown; (second row) Scotty Crotty, Lane Dismore, 
Lane Scott,  Bryar Whittington, Jagger Renfro, Ayden Oliver, (back) coaches Josh 
Renfro, Scotty Brown and Casey Oliver.

AGES 4-6 
Kick  
1. Alton Gibson 
2. Jon Ross Joyce 
3. Grayson Ku 
Punt  
1. Alton Gibson 
2. Hazel Riley 
3. Gunner Whitehair 
Pass  
1. Alton Gibson 
2. Boone Snyder 
3. Jon Ross Joyce 
Obstacle  
1. Jamison Watson 

2. Gunnar Whitehair 
3. Max Brown  
Overall 
1. Alton Gibson 
2. Jon Ross Joyce 
3. Gunner Whitehair 
 

AGES 7-8 
Kick  
1. Colson Tinsley 
2. Nolan Turner 
3. Jagger Refro 
Punt 
1. CJ McLean 
2. Darrin Curnel 

3. Gaige Myers 
 
Pass  
1. Chase Winders 
2. CJ McLean 
3. Kasen Price 
Obstacle 
1. Caden Atwell 
2. Chase Winders 
3. Colson Tinsley 
Overall  
1. Chase Winders 
2. CJ McLean 
3. Colson Tinsley 
 

AGES 9-10 
Kick  
1. Nolen Turner  
2. Cole Whitt 
3. Blake Sitar 
Punt 
1. Jordy Byford 
2. Cutler Hunt 
3. Blake Sitar 
Pass  
1. Cutler Hunt 
2. Cohen Sherer 
3 . Colin Hardesty 
Obstacle  
1. Nolan Turner 

tie. Cutter Hunt 
tie. Rimmy Belcher 
Overall 
1. Nolan Turner 
2. Cutler Hunt 
3. Cohen Sherer 
 
 

AGES 11 & Up 
Kick  
1. Oakley Sherer 
2. Bently Alexander 
3. Hayden Hughes 
Punt 
1. Hayden Hughes 

2. Joel Bumpus 
3. Kaden Herrington 
Pass  
1. Hayden Hughes 
2. Daryl Sherer 
3. Joel Bumpus 
Obstacle  
1. Joel Bumpus 
2. Bode Merrill 
3. Hayden Hughes 
Overall  
1. Hayden Hughes 
2. Joel Bumpus 
3. Oakley Sherer

Rocket Baseball Awards 
Crittenden County High School’s baseball team held its annual post-season awards 
ceremony on Friday. Among those recognized were (front from left) Hudson Stokes, 
Hustle Award; Eli Lovell, Freshman MVP; Drake Young, Challenge Award; Brady Day-
berry, Challenge Award; Davis Perryman, JV Most Improved; Zack Rustin; Challenge 
Award; (back) Casey Cates, Defensive MVP; Tyler Belt, Offensive MVP; Quinn Sum-
mers, Most Valuable Player; Jeremiah Foster, Best Teammate; Asa McCord, Evans 
Character Award; and Kaiden Travis, Most Improved. Not Pictured: Chase Conyer, 
Ace Award; Keegan Pierson, JV MVP; and Candace Bailey, Parent MVP. 

12u Softball Champions 
Crittenden County’s Lady Wildcats won the Lakes Area Softball League with a 9-3 
regular-season record and 3-0 record in the post-season tournament. Pictured are  
(front from left) Laura Cummings, Kora Bell Penn, London McCord, Danielle Farmer, 
Aria Kinnis, (back) coach Joey Cappello, Bradie Hackney, Mela Kate Penn, Lilly Cap-
pello, Peyton Scott and coach Travis McCord. Crittenden County Angels were run-
nerup to the Wildcats, losing 13-0 in the tournament championship game. 

More than 80 youngsters attended last week’s annual Rocket Football 
Camp on the high school campus. Awards were presented to top 
campers. Winners are picutred at right (front from left) Gunner White-
hair, Jon Ross Joyce, Alton Gibson, (second row) Cutler Hunt, Cohen 
Sherer, Nolan Turner, CJ McLean, Colson Tinsley, Chase Winders; 
(third row) Hayden Hughes, Joel Bumpus and Oakley Sherer. 
 

CRITTENDEN COUNTY 
Summer Sports 

Rockets Youth Basketball Camp  
July 22-24 at Crittenden County High School 

Grades K-8 | Contact Coach Matt Fraliex
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Despite the threat of pit 
vipers, blood-thirsty parasitic 
larvae and disease-laden 
arachnids there is a robust 
draw to the joy of June black-
berry picking. 

As if it’s an innate human be-
havior, gathering berries from 
the wild vine is as a natural as 
seeking shade from the sun 
even though those copper-
heads, jiggers and ticks provide 
a bit of uncomfort. 

Blackberry cobbler and 
blackberry preserves are my fa-
vorite. With a field full of 
blooming sticker bushes, there 
is no reason for that yearning 
to go unquenched. 

Reds have turned to black 
over the past week and if you 
can beat the birds and insects 
to them, there’s a sweet re-
ward. It also helps to have a 
surrogate mother-in-law like 
Susan Yarbrough who’s a 
renown baker. She turned a 
pint or two of berries into cob-
bler delight, and a scoop of ice 
cream set the stage for a lip-
licking good time. 

Gathering berries isn’t easy, 
as those of you who’ve under-
taken the endeavor certainly 
understand. Must admit that 
cheating is necessary to avoid 
some of the perils and pitfalls 
of wading into the wild amid 

the Kentucky summer.  
Let’s just say it’s from expe-

rience that I know to wear rub-
ber boots with pant legs tucked 
inside. Ticks tend to find me 
when I get within an acre of 
them. A longsleeve shirt and a 
strong dose of Deep Woods Off 
are also necessary. As bad as it 
sounds, depriving the armed 
guards standing sentry over 
the berries of their own just 
fruits is paramount to finding 
ripened treats. Snakes and 
parasites have to be consid-
ered, but preparation is central 
to success. That’s why I also 
wear gloves. Makes picking a 
bit less intimate without that 
sense of touch, but it also elim-
inates the last barrier to good 
fruit – the thorn.  

Around the garage is an 
ample inventory of old baseball 
batting gloves. They’re perfect 
for berry picking. Just enough 
protection to avoid serious 
pricks, but sheer enough to feel 

the roll of a succulent yield. 
I may look like an armored 

Roman soldier come berry sea-
son, but it sure beats scratch-
ing your ankles and wrists 
until they’re bloody. 

Grandmother would always 
give us youngsters $1 a quart 
for blackberries. On a good 
day, we could earn a couple of 
bucks in an hour or so. Down 
at the country store that was 
enough for a Coca-Cola, 
bologna and crackers and two 
packs of Daisy BBs – for ward-
ing off snakes and harassing 
berry-eating birds, of course. 
At this point in my berry-har-
vesting career, I prefer the 
sweet treat to Rag Bologna and 
soft drinks. 

Riding bikes, building forts, 
bouncing a tennis ball off a 
brick wall and hustling side 
jobs from about everyone in the 
neighborhood kept me busy as 
a young lad. Can’t imagine 
lying in bed all day staring at a 
three-inch screen of senseless 
drivel. Smartphones are a 
source of much distraction, but 
mine was quite handy for doc-
umenting last week’s berry-
hunting trip. Found that the 
touch screen doesn’t mind bat-
ting gloves. Life’s little pleas-
ures. 

 

Documented Case of Good Taste

Very Berry 
Season

Blackberries have highest antioxi-
dant content per serving of any food

Blackberries grow wild not only in Kentucky but all over the world, 
on every continent except Australia and Antarctica.

Shea Martin is 
pageant winner 

  Twenty-three-year-old 
Shea Martin of Marion has 
been crowned queen of the 
Ms/Mrs West Kentucky 
State Fair at Hopkinsville 
and will advance to the 
Ms/Mrs Kentucky County 
Fair Pageant on Jan. 11-12 
in Louisville.  
  A 2019 graduate of Crit-
tenden County High 
School, Martin holds a de-
gree in psychology from 
Murray State University. 
Martin is currently a dis-
patcher with the Kentucky 
State Police. She is the 
daughter of Kristi Howell-
Puckett and Tony Martin. 
  There were 18 contest-
ants in the western Ken-
tucky pageant, competing 
in casual wear, formal wear 
and on-stage questions.  
  Martin has grown up com-
peting in pageants. In 2013 
she was Miss PreTeen Crit-
tenden County and 2015 
Miss Teen Crittenden 
County. She was also Miss 
Ballard County in 2021. 
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